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(54) PRODUCTION OF 2-HYDROXYETHYL (METH)ACRYLATE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the subject compound without using excess heat 
energy, with effective recycling unreacted ethylene oxide. 

SOLUTION: This compound is obtained by addition reaction of (meth)acrylic acid with 
ethylene oxide in the presence of a catalyst (e.g. amine, quaternary ammonium salt, etc.), 
wherein unreacted ethylene oxide is evaporated and contact absorbed in (meth)acrylic acid, 
and the (meth)acrylic acid containing the ethylene oxide is reused for the addition reaction. 
Evaporated and removed unreacted ethylene oxide in an amount of 0.005-0.1 mol per (meth) 
acrylic acid is contact absorbed in an absorption tower to reuse for production of the 
objective compound. It is preferable that a molar ratio of ethylene oxide to (meth) acrylic 
acid, both as raw material, is 1.03-1.10. 
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